Motoneuron loss in the abducens nucleus of wobbler mice.
The 'wobbler' mutant mouse can be recognized at about 4 weeks of age by its tremor and atrophy of forelimb muscles. In addition to degeneration of spinal motoneurons, especially in cervical spinal cord, selected bulbar motoneurons have also been reported to degenerate in the mutant. We examined a cranial motor nucleus and found a 31% loss of abducens motoneurons in 4-5-week-old wobbler mice as compared to age-matched control mice.